)&
(‘“1;

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
GerALD C. MANN
A‘rmw

Miss Hazel H. Beckham
Executive Secretary-Director
State Commission for the Blind
Auvatin, Texas

Dear Madami Opinion Fo. 0-361%
Ret Authority of
to pay salary less than that

got £ partuantal
Appr jon Bill; and au-
thor.tty to ﬁ.n?

Your letter of May 2 g Srequesta the pinim

of this department upon the qiestions:

1. Does the Stat Gm%éﬂ/ for the
Blind have the suthority teo employee
lass than the sslsry desighated/by the Legis-
lature for a, s '

the salary deaignated

' ), would the 4ifference

in amowit paid and the amount appropristed

(e\ his purpoaé be trensferable, or would it
pe :giaaiblje use any belance for & part-

t like work.

'r‘&e gmral rider appended to Semate Bill 427, Acts
of the Forty-34xth Legislature, the Departmemtal Appropriation
Bill, provides in part as follows:

MR i’rovided, however, that nothing
herein shall prevent any department head from
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raying less than the maximum amount set forth
herein for any salaried position."”

This 13 specific authority to the various depart-
ment heads to pay particular employees less than the maxi-
num amount itemized for the particular sslaried pozition,.

An essential function of an eappropriation is to
st apart & certain sum of money to be used for a certain
purpose and for no other purpose., It follows that the salary
appropriasted for one purpose may not be used for another
purpose in the absence of express authority from the Legis-~
lature so to do. There 13 no authority conferred upon the
department heads by the Legislature in Senate Bill 427 to
trapnafer appropriationsa, consequently any saving effected
in paying less than the maximum samount of salary appropriated
for & particular position may not be transferred to another
appropriation or used for another purpose than that for
wvhich it was appropriated. See our opinion No. 0-3068, copy
of which i3 enclosed herewith.

It wvas held in our opinion No. 0-1006 that & salary
item listed in Senate Bill 427, Acts of the Forty-Sixth Legis-
lature, cannot be broken down into component parts and con-
verted into an appropriation for part-time or half-time em-
ployment. A copy of this opinion 18 enclosed herewith,

Since we find no expreas authority conferred upon the Commis-
slon for the Blind by Senmate Bill 427 to break down a salary
item listed for a particular position and use & portion of
such item of appropriation for part-time or half-time employ-
ment, you are advised that any savings effected by paying
.less than the maximum amount itemized for a particular posi-
" tion cannot be used by your department to pay a part-time
employee for like work.

PPFOVED JUN %9, 1 Yours very truly
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By
R. W. Pairchild
Asaistant
RWF:ej
Encls. APPROVED

OPtMNIOMN
COMMITTEE

P -




